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Admission: $5; 
Museum Members and youth 
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dren.  We have organized 
tours and drop-in activities for all 
age groups.  By stimulating young 
people’s interest in the Lake, we help pre-
pare them for the challenges that lie ahead.

Stimulating tourism and enhancing the quality 
of life also provides economic benefits to the 
area. Visitors use local restaurants, stores and 
overnight lodging. The Lake becomes a more 
attractive place for second homeowners.  As we 
work to be recognized as a leading history mu-
seum, we provide meaningful, professional ca-
reers for our staff. Maintenance of our facilities, 
care for our collection and need for accounting 
and other professional services helps sustain 
other local businesses.

These benefits would not be possible without 
the continued support of our members. We 
thank you for your past support and ask that 
you make a contribution to our Annual Fund 
drive this year. While we have accomplished 
a great deal, much remains to be done.  As al-
ways, if you have suggestions on how to make 
our programs even better, please contact us.

Another successful summer season is 
wrapping up at Lake Tahoe. As we 
finish the year and make plans for 
the future, it is appropriate to reflect 

on the benefits of having a maritime museum at 
Lake Tahoe.  As a history museum, we focus on 
preservation and interpretation of Tahoe’s mari-
time history, which benefits different constitu-
ents in the community at large. 

For the local community, we provide a year-
round cultural experience. Our education pro-
gram supplements and enhances local school 
programs. By changing our exhibits and through 
new public programs like our lecture series, 
we explore and understand different facets of 
maritime life at the Lake. Our emphasis on liv-
ing history leads to getting more people on the 
Lake with its unique perspective. As historian 
Wendell Barry has said, “If you don’t know 
where you are, you don’t know who you are.”  
The museum helps the community better under-
stand itself by improving its sense of place. 

The Lake’s natural beauty and exceptional his-
tory attract visitors from around the world. Our 
collection now contains vessels and artifacts 
with international as well as Tahoe significance 
making Tahoe a destination for boating enthusi-
asts. So far this year, we have had visitors from 
34 states and 12 different countries. We work 
hard to enrich the visitor experience providing 
fresh perspectives as they return from their 
travels.

Since opening in Homewood in 2002, we have 
provided a fun, educational experience for chil-
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First, thank you to everyone for such 
a wonderful summer! Between the 
ACBS South Lake Tahoe Show, 

Tahoe Yacht Club Foundation’s  Concours 
d’Elegance, member events, open houses, 
lectures, and Family Days, we have 
been non-stop here at the museum.  Our 
attendance numbers reflect this and are 
soaring.  Now the boats have been pulled 
from the water and things are calming 
down…but that does not mean we will 
be slowing down!  

This fall and winter, we have many 
things planned.  We will be working on 
our next exhibit and programs featuring 
Lake Tahoe boats of the 1920s. The staff 
and Board have already sketched out a 
very exciting calendar for 2012 and I am 
looking forward to all the new things 
planned, along with our old favorites.  
	
We are also sad to announce that our 
Museum Assistant Jordan Smith is off 
on a new adventure in Australia. Even 
though she was with us a short time, she 
was able to get a great deal of work done 
for the museum and has been a huge 
asset. In turn, we are excited to bring 
Katena Sanford on board and she has 
already been a great benefit to the muse-
um and has just jumped right in.    
	
In this current newsletter, our feature 
article speaks of what role the museum 
plays with its main artifacts, the boats.  
One of the challenges we face is making 
members and other community members 
aware of what it means for a vessel to 
become part of our collection.  No longer 
is it a personal boat, it is now an artifact, 
and what, exactly does that mean?  I 
hope that Christine Shook and I are able 
to help clear this up with our article.  

I draw a great deal from my past muse-
um experience, and in particular with 

director’s
report

by Jesse Siess-Hadley

my time working for the National Trust 
for Historic Preservation (NTHP) at their 
site, Drayton Hall, in Charleston, South 
Carolina. Drayton Hall is one of the finest 
examples of preservation over restora-
tion, and while the NTHP practices both 
restoration and preservation, understand-
ing what each entails means a great deal 
to all museums.  

2011 Annual Fund 
Our Annual Fund Appeal is in full swing 
and with your help and 100% Board sup-
port, we have raised more than $30,000 as 
of printing,  toward our goal of $50,000.  
These are just some of the things that our 
Annual Fund helps us accomplish:

þ  BOATS
Unlike most museums, our artifacts 
are regularly used on the water. This 

means that care for our objects is 
more costly than for a piece of art 
that hangs on the wall. For four years 
we have had one of our boats on the 
water for member use as the Ride 
Boat.  In order to continue this tradi-
tion, each vessel needs to be assessed, 
restored, and kept in safe working 
order. There is so much more that 
goes into keeping the boats working, 
but they truly bring history to life.

þ  EDUCATION
For most, the reason a museum exists 
is to teach young and old alike. The 
Tahoe Maritime Museum strives to 
create and implement dynamic pro-
grams that are informative and yet 
fun and entertaining to nourish a 
love for maritime history. Our goal is 
to continue the expansion of school 
tours, traveling trunks, and family 
public programming.  

 
þ  RESEARCH and EXHIBITS

In May 2011, the museum saw its first 
major exhibit change since its grand 
opening in 2008.  Our new exhibit 
plan calls for a change of the main 
exhibit every year, which not only 
entails moving boats, but a great deal 
of time and research. We are excited to 
share stories that have not been heard 
before with members and the public.

Our board is committed to helping 
achieve the Annual Fund goal. Please  
support them in their efforts to provide 
the best museum experience in the Lake  
Tahoe basin. 

Planned Giving
There are many ways to give to the 
museum and one way is through planned 
giving. There are many ways in which 
you can do so, from a gift on an IRA, 
through a will or bequest, or insur-
ance.  Remembering the Tahoe Maritime 
Museum this way is greatly appreciated 
and essential to our financial stability.  

If you would like to find out more about 
how your legacy can help the museum, 
please contact Jesse at 530.525.9253, ext. 
101 or Jesse@tahoemaritimemuseum.org.  

Sherry and Phil Ames
Tom and Polly Bredt
JJ and JZ Cordani Family
Nancy Cunningham and 
  Wes Schimmelpfennig
William Demas
George and Arlean Dubois
Bonnie Elliot and Family
Margaret Hartshorne
Cyrus and Charlotte Johnson
Reid, Mary, Jeff and Nancy Johnson
Tom and Colleen Knopf
Marshall and Nancy Kraus
Steve Lind
Martha MacLaughlin
Joshua and Heather Leonard
Don and Brenda MacLean
Don and Marilyn Morrison
John and Sue Rauzy
Sue M. Sheehan
Gwen, Serena and Tyler Sheldon
Don and Suzanne Smith
Gail Thompson
Michael and Susan Yeates

Memorial Gifts in memory of 
Bryte Johnson

June 24, 1935 ~ September 10, 2011
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Annual Fund Donations

June 16 through October 20, 2011
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Tom and Polly Bredt
Ann Bryant
John Campodonico
Steve and Cheryl Caplan
Rod and Barb Carpenter
Phil and Sally Chapman
Lee and Sandy Chase
Dorothy Clarkson
Stefan and Mimi Cummings
Bob and Carlotta Dathe
Roy Dryer III
Marji Dunn
Linda Efferstein
Jens and Debbie Egerland
Robert & Phyllis Eldridge
Norval and Mary Fairman
John and Susan Feder
Dave Ferrari
Greg Fleming
Herb and Jeri Foster
Richard Gale

Fred and Annette Gellert
Ken Gralla
Steve and Jan Hamill
Carolyn Hiller
Tom and Martha Hughes
Grant and Suanne Inman
Brian and Alyce Johnson
Don Johnson
Claburn and Dougal Jones
Bill and Olga Keever
Roth & Kari Kimura
Gary and Sharon Krause
Nick and Teresa Kromydas
Richard Lashbrook and Patricia Watters
Darrel Laws
Steve Lind
Barry and Jenny Ludwig
George and Sherry McConnell
Dana and Paula Morgan
Don and Marilyn Morrison
Covert and Beth Murphy
Steve Nadeau and Lyn Pannone
Richard Niello
Paul and Sandy Otellini
Gregory Page
Gerry and Carol Parker
Jon and Sonja Perkins
Bob and Carol Peters
Jeff and Linda Peterson
John P. Phillips, M.D. and June Dunbar, M.D.
Dorothy Prowell and Derrick Scott

Nancy and Joe Ragey
Gerard and Joyce Raney
Marion Robotti
Keith Rogers
Bill and Pamela Sagan
Elliot Schaffer
Alan Schinnerer
Ron and Lila Schmidt
Michelle Schmitter
Louis and Linda Schooler
Les and Linda Schwoob
Gwyneth A. Sheldon
Tom Simms
Don and Suzanne Smith
Al and Louisa Smith
Rich and Sue Stout
Jo An Strande
Dr. and Mrs. James R. Subject
Judy Swanson
Brent and Alison Thiry
Bill and Nancy Thompson, Jr.
Hank and Joan Upton
B.C. Wheeler
John Wheeler
Jeff and Karen Williams
Bill Yundt

Tahoe Yacht Club Foundation, Inc.
South Lake Tahoe Yacht Club
Swiss Lakewood
Chambers Landing Restaurant and Bar
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A

Elliot Edmund Morses first towed the 
26-ft. Stephens Brothers runabout named 
Florence M II to Lake Tahoe in 1925. The 
Stephens developed their boats with 
speed in mind. They knew their primary 
customers—agricultural brokers—need-
ed to travel quickly in order to ensure the 
best possible prices for their products, 
and as a rancher in Lodi, Morse would 
have been well aware of and influenced 
by the company’s reputation when pur-
chasing Florence M II. After purchasing 

her, the family undoubtedly made their 
trip up the mountain imagining the many 
fun times they planned to have behind 
their new runabout.

At about the same time Florence and her 
family were making their way to their 
Lake home, Edwin Letts Oliver and his 
cohorts sat down to form an organization 
that they hoped would “promote socia-
bility, power boating and other aquatic 
sports and good sportsmanship on Lake 
Tahoe.” This new group became known 
as the Tahoe Power Boat Club (later the 
Tahoe Yacht Club). 

In order to advance their mission the 
group took to organizing annual regat-
tas in which boats of various makes and 
models competed to be the fastest on 
the lake; Morses’ daughter, Mrs. Evelyn 
Morse Skinner, was keen to earn that title 
but she knew that the agricultural racer, 
Florence M II, wouldn’t stand a chance 
against the racing pedigrees of Gar Wood 
and Chris-Craft boats without a bit of 
modification. 

Skinner quickly went to work modifying 
her family boat. She ordered hard chines 
added to the rounded-bilge and replaced 

The life of an

artifact
              rtifacts in museums are as varied as one can imagine.   
              From pickled pigs, to Picasso, to large military tanks,
                to ancient twigs, almost anything one can imagine 
has found its way into museum collections. Once an object comes 
into a museum it sheds its past life to take on a new role, but what 
exactly does it mean to be an “artifact”? 

The main role of a museum artifact is to tell a story. Curators ex-
amine the object and its history so that they can then interpret and 
share that story.  Artifacts need not be perfect and shiny.  Often times 
it is the bumps and holes, and the wear and tear that object received 
along the way that reveal the best part of the story.  One of the fore-
most examples of such an artifact in TMM’s current collection is the 
Florence M II.    

Image (above) courtesy 
of the Haggin Museum, 
Stockton, Calif. Note the 
rounded bilge that was 
part of the Florence M II 
original configuration
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Call for photos…
We are in need of photos of boats on Lake Tahoe from 1969 and 
before. We are more than happy to scan and return the photo(s) to you 
if you are not ready to donate yet. This is imperative to helping us build 
up our collection, continue our research and create unique exhibits. 

Do you have a copy of the book 
• Tahoe Heritage: the Bliss Family of Glenbrook, Nevada, by Sessions 
S. Wheeler with William Bliss or
• The Railroads and Steamers of Lake Tahoe” by Owen F. McKeon”?

If you have copies of these books (above) 
that you are willing to donate to the museum 
library or photos to add to our collection, 
please contact:

Christine Shook, Exhibits Associate
Christine@ tahoemaritime.org 
530.525.9253, ext 104 
 
 

the 125-hp Scripps F-6 motor with a 175-
hp Chrysler Crown engine. In order to 
accommodate the new, faster engine, the 
gas tank had to be relocated behind the 
rear cockpit and the exhaust pipe moved 
to the starboard side. 

Racing at a time that women racers were 
rather scarce, Skinner took no chances 
when it came time for the regattas. When 
the club declared that there had to be 
two riders per boat, Skinner turned the 
requirement to her advantage. Skinner’s 

niece Marilyn Bewley recalled that while 
the other boats had two grown men in 
the cockpit, Skinner ensured her boat stay 
light and quick by calling on her then 12-
year-old niece to ride alongside her. 

Bewley viewed the races with a mixture 
of fear and excitement as she fought to 
stay in the boat by clinging to Florence’s 
dashboard, while her aunt fought to 
reduce her speed by cutting in as close 
to the buoys as she could. Despite the 
intensity during the race, Bewley attests 

This modern photo 
shows Florence M II 
with the addition of 
the hard chines and 
the altered exhaust.

 

These results from 
the 1933 Tahoe 
Power Boat Regatta 
reveal Skinner and 
Florence’s victory in 
the Stephens category 
and loss in the Bang 
& Go Back relay 
race.

that the Tahoe Power Boat Club’s goal of 
promoting sociability and good sports-
manship stayed at the top of everyone’s 
lists. 

The changes that Skinner made to the 
boat would undoubtedly make any 
modern day Concours d’Elegance judge’s 
head spin, but they are a sign of the 
competitive nature that the Tahoe Power 
Boat Club encouraged and that Evelyn 
Morse Skinner embodied. If Florence M II 
was still a member of the private boat-
ing world she would probably be taken 
back to factory specifics. As the will of the 
owner, this would be perfectly acceptable 
and greatly ease the nerves of the judges. 
However, as a museum artifact her new 
life calls on these alterations to tell the 
stories of her life and the lives of those 
she encountered. 

By maintaining her in the same condition 
that she was donated, we preserve the 
visual elements that will connect museum 
visitors to the stories of the develop-
ment of the Tahoe Power Boat Club, the 
fighting spirit of the Morse and Skinner 
families, and ultimately the importance of 
Lake Tahoe’s maritime history. 

Christine Shook and Jesse Siess Hadley 
with contributions by Ross and Marilyn Bewley
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Introducing new 
Museum Assistant 
Katena Sanford
Katena Sanford grew up in Liver-
more, though she frequently 

trekked to 
Lake Tahoe 
with her fam-
ily to explore. 
She received 
her bachelor’s 
degree in 
2010 in Recre-
ation, Parks, 
and Tour-

ism Administration from Cal Poly 
San Luis Obispo where she was 
involved in planning community 
events and races. She spent one 
more year in sunny San Luis Obispo 
as a naturalist for Rancho Out-
door School, teaching kids about 
environmental science and leading 
classroom groups on wilderness 
hikes. This summer she worked for 
Tahoe Meadows Historic District in 
South Lake Tahoe as summer super-
visor, coordinating and running the 
community’s events. She is thrilled 
to be our museum assistant, learn 
how the Museum runs, interact 
with the community, and take in all 
the fascinating Tahoe history.

As summer winds down on the Lake, 
the museum is preparing for a busy 

fall full of school field trips and other 
educational opportunities. Our school visit 
program has been revitalized with new 
content and structure to better offer the 
students an educational and interactive 
experience. Flyers have been distributed 
to all local school districts with our first 
school group visit of the fall on October 7. 

Teachers visiting the museum now have 
the option of selecting two or three addi-
tional sessions to add on to their museum 
tour experience. Options include: 
	 Á  Industry Steamships, which com-
pares logging and tourism through the use 
of steamships; 
	 Á  Mapping Tahoe, which teaches 
about coordinate mapping and lake geog-
raphy; 
	 Á  Tahoe Fishing, which looks into 
local fish and historical fishing techniques; 
	 Á  Native vs Invasive Species, which 
explores the native ecosystem to see what 
is native; 
	 Á  Nautical Knots, which teaches dif-
ferent knots and explains their uses; and 
	 Á  Does It Float? which explores why 
some things sink and others float. 

In these sessions, students will learn spe-
cific standards-based information on each 
of the topics through fun and engaging 
games that will be sure to have them smil-
ing as well as learning.

Travelling Trunk
Besides school visits, the museum is 
also in the final stages of establishing its 
Travelling Trunk program. This mobile 
presentation will go into classrooms rather 
than requiring students to travel to the 
museum. Students will learn about the 
history of the Lake and experience some 

of the incredible resources of the museum.  
The Travelling Trunk program will add an  
exciting option to the museum’s educa-
tional offerings. 

Goin’ Fishing
Finally, the museum is also excited to 
continue to participate in children and 
family days throughout the local area. 
On October 1-2, we took part in the U.S. 
Forest Service-sponsored Kokanee Salmon 
Festival, where we set up our magnetic 
fishing game that teaches children about 
the fish of the lake and about historical 
fishing practices. The two-day event, at the 
Taylor Creek Visitor Center next to Camp 
Richardson, saw an estimated 400 kids 
pass through  the museum’s station. 

The event also saw new employee Katena 
Sanford get her maritime education feet 
wet by running the station for an entire 
day. Great job, Katena!

New content and structure for
museum educational programs 

Children learn about Lake Tahoe fish and historical fishing practices with the museum’s 
magnetic fishing game set up (above) on October 16 for Truckee River Day River Fair at the 
Granite Flat campground and, earlier in the month, at the U.S. Forrest Service’s Kokanee 
Salmon Festival  at the Taylor Creek Visitor Center adjacent to Camp Richardson.

Education
Corner

by Corey Moffat
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New co-chairs for 
2012 Friends 
The museum’s Friends marked their 10th 
anniversary with an annual dinner on 
August 29 and the anouncement of new 
co-chairs—Nancy Cunningham and Steve 
Lind pictured below—for the coming 
year. The team will lead the program, 
begun in 2002 by Paul and Suzanne 
Walker and chaired since 2006 by Rich 
and Sue Stout.

While providing the 
financial ‘keel’ for 

the museum with membership contribu-
tions of at least $1,000 each year, Tahoe 
Maritime Museum’s Friends enjoy the 
camaraderie of other Friends at social 
events planned just for them. This year 
included a casual Sunday brunch in the 
museum’s parking lot in July, along with 
the more formal annual dinner catered on 
the lawn of Friend Kay Turner’s “Play-
time” in Homewood. To learn more about 
the benefits of the Friends program, visit 
www.TahoeMaritime.org.
 
. 

$500 to $999
William and Janet Cronk
Steve Merrill

$300 to $499 
Brian and Janis Dawson
Peter Pope*
		
$200 to $299	
Jan Brisco
Denise and Captain Kirby
Barbara and Paul Labagh
Lani Luthard
Denny and Ruth McLeod*
Adrianna Pope Sullivan*
Ron Wollmer*

$100 to $199
Howard Bloom
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Jim Burke
John and Martha Cook
Stefan and Mimi Cummings
William H. Curtis*
Dave Degraff*
Diana Dollar Knowles
Thomas and Lorraine Ellzey
Jeb Elmore and Ling Pao
Tom and Ann Fanoe
Jeryl and Peggy Fry
Pete and Sierra George
Laury S. Graves
Jeff and Debbie Gualco
James J. Hammer
Hugh and Muriel Harris
Dan and Cathy Higgins
Jeff and Kim Jeanes*
Robert and Betty Joss
Ellen Killebrew Graves
John and Arlene Larson*
Chris McConnell
Jim and Maureen Missett
John and Heather Mozart

family members 
Merle and Judy Neel
Jim and Barbara Newton
William and Diana Osborne
Donald W. Parsons
Jeff and Tiffany Pogue
George Andrew Pope IV
Mr. Maureen Roach*
Leslie Rosenfeld and Chuck Wash*
Paul and Suzanne Ross
Paul and Kathy Schultz
Henry and Suzanne Smith
Clark Smithson
Walter Smyth
Lori Speers and Tony Fejer
Jo An Strande
Reuel Sutton
Bryan and Kara Turner
David Wells
Susan Winston*
Jeff Wollmer*
Mike and Susie Yeates

$40 to $99
John Baird*
Douglas Owen Baker*
Larry and Andree Benson
Alan Beyer
Kipp and Deirdre Blewett
Joe and Karen Calcagno
Beverly and Scott Candrian
Joe and Bobbie Carcione
Gary and Lori  Chaney
Chris Chorn*
Curtis Connell
Ralph and Carol Coppola
Jim and Linda Courcier
Charles and Caroline Denicke
Kirk and Carolyn Doberenz
Rodney and Gayle  Eales
Jeff  Gerwin*
John and Nydia Gletne
Michelle and Bill Hammack
Mike and Sara Hammond

Margaret Hartshorne
Loren and Lynne Hill
Charlotte Himsl
Kathleen Hutchinson
Joni Kaufman
Steve and Marilyn Kennedy
Virginia Kessler
Herm and Carole Kramer
Joshua and Heather Leonard*
Kathy Loesch
Stan Lucas
Don McBride
George and Sherry McConnell
Bob and Sally Mullarkey
Hugh and Anna Marie
Walter and Delores Nelson
Ronald G. Parson
George and Jil Pelton
Oliver and Cameron Peter
Steve Reed
Nick and Beth Rogers*
Emily Routman
Carol and Bob Rowberg
Douglas Scalapino
Michelle Schmitter
Carl and Pat Schwenker III
Michael and Kathleen Scroggie
Brannan and Laurie Smith
Douglas and Gabriella Stuart
Fred and Barbara Taylor
J. Frederick Taylor
Sandy and Bill Threlfall
Edward and Mary Jo Thronsdon*
Anne and George Wagner
Warren and Karen Wagner
Ted Warburton*
Trinkie Watson
Steven G. Werner
David West and Nancy Plukowski
Dick and Ulli White
Milt and Eirene Wong

renewing and new* MEMBERS
july 1 through October 15, 2011

Friends of the museum 

Bob and Paula Boldt
Tony Brown and Sabina Pellissier
Ray and Dagmar Dolby
James and Alicia Goetz*
John and Mary Ann Hopfenbeck
Duane and Ann Kalar
Tom O’Callaghan
Dave and Lynn Olson

Bill and Trish Owen
John P. Phillips, M.D. and June Dunbar, M.D.
Kevin and Melissa Riches
George and Clare Schmitt
Ed and Deborah Scott
Don and Diane Sloat
Judy Swanson*
Dick and Lana Vento

$1,000 to $2,499

10th Anniversary Celebrations

Steve Lind and 
Nancy Cunningham

Thank you A&M Marine
for being our first Business Member!

Full service shop on the water in Tahoe 
City • Specializing in ski/wakeboard boats and 
high altitude set ups • Authorized Indmar engine 
dealer for Tahoe • Open year round with snow-
mobile repair over the winter months. 

am-marine.com



Tahoe Maritime Museum
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Homewood, CA 96141

Return Address Service Requested

Fall and Winter
Open every weekend 
–  Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday – 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
for a warm indoor adventure 
for all ages.

November 19 - Community Open House, free for all locals.
December 2 thru 18  - Toy Drive, FREE admission when you 
bring a new toy donation for Toys for Tots.

About Us • Collections • News & Events 
• Membership • It’s all at www.TahoeMaritime.org  
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Visit us through the

…brunch at the Museum;  
    dinner at “Playtime”

 

Jeanie and Gordon MacAulay with 
Wes Schimmelpfennig (center)

Friends

On the lawn at Turners’ Playtime for the Friends’ annual August dinner: 
BJ Miller and Fred Gellert (left) and Steve and Cheryl Caplan

Olga and Bill Keever (foreground) stand ready 
for their made-to-order omelets at the Friends’ 
July Sunday brunch at the museum.

(Above) Doug and Pam Elmore; 
(right) Ross and Marilyn Bewley 

pose with the brunch ‘center-
piece,’ Florence M II, which 

Marilyn raced as a young girl.


